Silent Key - Colorado QRP Club

Wes Farnsworth, KE0NH, CQC 27, was certainly a most unforgettable character in the memory of those who were privileged to know him. His brilliant intellect combined with his creative imagination has led many hams into fascinating discussions on many topics including his theories about physics as it related to electromagnetic radio wave propagation. Wes served as the technical editor for “hambrew” magazine, where he championed many of his theories.

  In the early 1990’s Wes was diagnosed with ALS disease, after which time he lived about 2 years in a Denver nursing home. During his years in the home, we became close friends. Although I could relate many interesting sagas from our daily visits together, I will retell the story of the talking wheel chair:

  One of the unfortunate symptoms of ALS is the eventual loss of ones ability to speak. When Wes finally succumbed to speech loss, he asked that I install a telegraph key and a code oscillator on the arm of his wheel chair. Every day wes and I sat outdoors under the umbrella table at the outdoor patio/cafeteria carrying on with our bizarre discussions about string theory, quantum mechanics, and radio waves. I spoke vocally and Wes spoke by morse code. I will never forget the throngs of doctors, nurses and other patients who stood by in amazement, watching and listening as Wes and I solved the mysteries of the universe.

  Later, we installed a code reader on his wheel chair to enable other people (non code people), to join in on the conversations. His caretakers were especially appreciative of this device, because Wes was able to communicate his needs to them.

  Wes will be long remembered by all who knew him.

     After several years of struggling with ALS disease, Wes became a silent key in 1994 at age 51.
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